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Our first reading is from the book of Acts where Peter was preaching the 

good news of Jesus to Cornelius and his family and friends…  

Cornelius was a Roman Soldier. 

So, this was a big moment in the early church. 

Peter starts out by telling them that nothing could be plainer: God plays 

no favorites! It makes no difference who you are or where you’re from—

if you want God and are ready to do as he says, the door is open.  

The Message he sent to the children of Israel—that through Jesus Christ 

everything is being put together again—well, he’s doing it everywhere, 

among everyone. 

 

Peter goes on saying that after John the Baptist… Jesus arrived from 

Nazareth, anointed by God with the Holy Spirit, ready for action.  

He went through the country helping people and healing everyone who 

was beaten down by the Devil.  

He was able to do all this because God was with him. 

…everything he did in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem where they 

killed him, hung him from a cross. But in three days God had him up, 

alive, and out where he could be seen.  

Not everyone saw him—he wasn’t put on public display.  
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Witnesses had been carefully handpicked by God beforehand!  

 

Peter said, We were the ones, there to eat and drink with him after he 

came back from the dead. He commissioned us to announce this in 

public, to bear solemn witness that he is in fact the One whom God 

destined as Judge of the living and dead.  

But we’re not alone in this. Our witness that he is the means to 

forgiveness of sins is backed up by the witness of all the prophets. 

 

And as St. Peter was saying these things our reading says that the Holy 

Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 

They started speaking in tongues and praising God. 

 

I am sure it was quite a seen. 

Peter and those with him were astounded… 

And they proceeded to baptize them and stay with them for several days. 

 

Now, its quite a narrative in the early church. 

The Holy Spirit was moving and wooing people to believe and follow 

Jesus. 

 

And there are three important things that I would like to note about this 

story. 
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Number one: God reaches out to us first. 

Peter was declaring the word of God to Cornelius and his crew…  

but in the midst of that…  

the Holy Spirit fell upon them. 

He crosses the boundary of our reality. 

Always wooing us to follow Jesus. 

 

Dr. Willie James Jennings writes: 

God touches first. God does not wait to be touched by us.   

We cannot reach up to God and bring God down to our embrace.   

We are creatures.  Yet God takes touch seriously and initiates the 

embrace.1 

 

God is always reaching out to us. 

When we experience Jesus as our savior…  

it is because we respond to his call. 

When the Holy Spirit fills us up…  

it is because we answer to that wooing. 

When God uses us to minister life to someone… 

it is because we are faithful to yield to the Holy Spirit’s working through 

us. 

 
1 Willie James Jennings, Acts, Belief: A Theological Commentary on the Bible (Louisville: WJK, 2017), 114. 
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So, number one: God always reaches out to us first. 

 

Number two: The Holy Spirit is for all people because God has no 

favorites. 

When the Holy Spirit fell upon Cornelius and his family and friends… 

this was the moment that the Holy Spirit fell upon non-Jewish people. 

A moment in the early church where God declared them as fit vessels to 

be filled with his presence and voice.2 

 

You see it doesn’t matter if you are from the USA or Iran. 

It doesn’t matter if you are black, white, or brown. 

It doesn’t matter if you speak English, Spanish, or Mandarin Chinese. 

God is calling us to himself. 

He does not have a favorite culture. 

He does not have a favorite nation. 

He does not have a favorite language. 

 

He doesn’t accept or validate everyone’s chosen lifestyle,  

but he is calling every race and culture… every person…  

he bids that they come and follow…  

to be forgiven and given new life. 

 
2 NT Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part One (Louisville: WJK, 2008), 170. 
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God desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 

truth. (I Timothy 2:4). 

 

God is calling us… 

By the Holy Spirit he is wooing us… 

And he is calling all people to come and follow him. 

 

God is calling the ones we love. 

God is calling the ones that really rub us the wrong way. 

God is calling the kind people in this world. 

God is calling the mean people in this world. 

 

So, number two: The Holy Spirit is for all people because God has no 

favorites. 

 

Number three: God does not merely want to tolerate us, but to 

transform us. 

Cornelius and his crew heard the good news of Jesus Christ as Peter 

preached the word… 

The Holy Spirit fell upon them… 

The manifestation of tongues was evident… 
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And then Peter said: 

Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people…? 

So, they baptized them. 

And Peter stayed with them instructing them in the things of God. 

 

God does not simply want to come into our life and tolerate us. 

He wants to clean us up. 

 

Bishop N. T. Wright wrote concerning our passage: 

Cornelius didn’t want God (or Peter) to tolerate him.  He wanted to be 

welcomed, forgiven, healed, transformed.  And he was.3 

 

When the Holy Spirit comes upon us… 

When we are baptized in the waters of Jesus… 

When we respond to the calling of God… 

It doesn’t mean we get tolerated by God… 

It means we are in the midst of an overhaul. 

It means we are in the midst of a healing. 

It means we are in the midst of a transformation. 

A movement of forgiveness. 

A movement of repentance. 

 
3 Ibid, 170. 



7 

 

We are becoming more and more like our master Jesus Christ. 

 

When we respond to the Holy Spirit’s wooing… 

We are transformed… not merely tolerated. 

 

We are a new creation… 

As St. Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:17 - 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  

The old has gone, the new is here. 

 

It doesn’t say the new creation will come. 

It doesn’t say the new creation might come. 

It says that if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come. 

 

God doesn’t tolerate us…  

he transforms us into his new creation. 

 

So, number three… 

God doesn’t just want to tolerate our sinful behavior… 

He wants to heal it… 

To transform it. 
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And that is our lesson from the Holy Scriptures today. 

 

Number one: God reaches out to us first. 

He is calling us today. 

 

Number two: The Holy Spirit is for all people because God has no 

favorites. 

He is calling everyone. 

 

Number three: God does not merely want to tolerate us, but to 

transform us. 

And when he calls us, he begins a transformational work in our hearts 

and minds. 

 

Praise the Lord for his goodness towards us. 

Praise the Lord that he has called us into a new life… 

Praise the Lord that he gives us the Holy Spirit so that we can walk in 

this new life. 

 

Amen. 

 


