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In today’s reading from the Gospel of Mark we have two parables of 

Jesus. 

Parables can be hard to understand at times… 

Sometimes a bit intimidating to interpret… 

Even in our reading we are told that Jesus explained everything only to 

his disciples in private. 

So, parables can have a bit of mystique about them. 

 

Well… like all of scripture… context is key. 

Understanding certain words, phrases, and culture of the time are tools 

to help us interpret the parables that Jesus told. 

 

Once we interpret them… 

We then have to see what they mean to us in our time and place. 

 

One of the keys to interpreting just about all of the parables of Jesus is to 

understand what he means by the phrase – kingdom of God. 

 

Most parables start out with… the kingdom of God is like… 
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So, what is the kingdom of God? 

 

Kingdom is best described as the domain of the king. 

It’s the territory and all that dwells within that is under the influence of 

the king. 

 

It’s not just people… it includes all the physical properties… 

The trees, the fields, the rivers, etc. 

It is the sphere of place. 

 

So, what Jesus means by the kingdom of God is the dynamic reign of 

God as sovereign over creation. 

And more specifically, we understand the kingdom of God to be 

proclaimed and inaugurated by Jesus’ life, ministry, death and 

resurrection, and the outpouring of the Spirit into the world.1 

 

The kingdom of God is now and not yet. 

Meaning Christ initiated the kingdom of God… 

And that we await the return of the King. 

As Christians we are the ambassadors of the kingdom of God. 

 

 
1 Grenz, Guretzki, and Fee Nordling, Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms (Downers Grove: IVP, 1999), 71. 
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That is why we are taught to pray by our Lord Jesus… 

To say in our prayers: 

Thy kingdom come… thy will be done… 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

 

We pray and declare the kingdom of God in this earth. 

The breaking in of God’s kingdom. 

 

Jesus initiated and proclaimed the kingdom of God. 

And we continue to declare the reign of God… 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

 

So, when we understand this idea… 

This phrase… kingdom of God… 

We can then look at what Jesus describes this kingdom as. 

 

And we have two parables. 

Both agricultural as that is what most of the world did day in and day out 

in that time. 

Grow food to survive and to also sell. 

And so, both stories of Jesus begin with a small yet powerful part of 

creation… A seed. 



4 

 

I recently read a story about a father taking his four-year-old son, Josh, 

out to McDonald’s for dinner one evening for a “guys’ night out.” 

 

As they were eating their hamburgers, Josh asked,  

“Daddy, what are these little things on the hamburger buns?”  

Dad explained that they were tiny seeds and that they were OK to eat. 

 

Josh was quiet for a couple of minutes and his Dad could tell Josh was in 

deep thought.  

Finally, Josh looked up and said, “Dad, if we go home and plant these 

seeds in our backyard, we will have enough hamburgers to last forever.”  

 

Not a bad guess from a four-year-old.  

However, we know that hamburgers don’t come from sesame seeds.  

But Josh was sure right about one thing… 

tiny seeds can produce a bountiful harvest. 

 

In our first parable Jesus describes someone scattering seed on the 

ground. 

It seems that the farmer doesn’t do much, yet the seed grows and 

becomes a harvest. 
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If the kingdom of God is like that seed that grows… 

That means that the kingdom of God is going to continue to grow. 

 

There have been a lot of groups wanting to squash the people of God… 

To eliminate the kingdom of God. 

Yet the movement continues. 

The plant still grows… 

 

We go around planting seeds of the kingdom of God. 

And God produces the growth in people’s lives. 

 

We tell people about Jesus. 

We share the good news of our crucified Lord. 

We live out a spirit-filled… forgiveness-driven… powerful and yet 

humble life… 

Spreading the seeds of the kingdom of God all over the place. 

And God sprouts that seed and those new people in the family of God 

begin to live out the fruit of the Spirit and they begin to scatter seed. 

 

The kingdom of God advances despite us… 

Despite our faults… 

Despite whomever may want to subdue it. 
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You see… 

Greek scholars suggest that a better rendering would be that the seed 

grows “without visible cause” or “without human agency.”  

This is to say that the Kingdom is God’s work.  

God is responsible for the outcome.  

The Kingdom of God is coming.  

With or without our help it’s coming.  

Hitler could not stop it.  

Communism could not stop it. 

The rise of atheism cannot stop it. 

Political turmoil cannot stop it. 

Even heresy within the church cannot stop it. 

 

God’s kingdom will go forth. 

That is a promise… 

The kingdom of God will never be destroyed… 

Jesus will return… 

And a harvest of souls will welcome him. 

 

In the second parable we have another seed… 

A mustard seed. 
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The mustard is a beautiful and aromatic shrub in the gardens of the 

Middle East.  

It begins with a tiny seed and grows to a height of about twelve feet, 

with very widespread branches.  

You can see a picture of it on the screens.  

It exuded a pleasant aroma that anyone would welcome in the backyard. 

It was a nesting place for birds.  

And it produced an herb that had a variety of uses.  

And although it was a small seed it grew into something very big and 

useful. 

 

What Jesus is saying is this… 

The kingdom of God may start small…  

a small group that followed Jesus and declared the kingdom of God… 

But it grows and grows… 

Changing the world as it goes… 

It’s exciting and life changing… 

 

In fact, it’s time to get on board. 

It’s time to share the good news of the kingdom of God. 
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You see the kingdom of God is the reign of God. 

It’s where we find hope in a confused and difficult world. 

It’s where we find peace while living in a chaotic culture. 

It’s where we find joy despite the gloom and doom of our society. 

 

It’s in the kingdom of God where forgiveness is found in Jesus Christ. 

It’s in the kingdom of God where healing takes place. 

It’s in the kingdom of God where addictions, past failures, weaknesses, 

sins, and broken relationships find redemption…  

It’s in the kingdom of God that we discover an old wooden cross… 

Where Jesus died for the sins of the world. 

And it’s at the foot of that cross where people repent… 

And become filled with the Spirit of God. 

 

Jesus went from place to place and preached:  

Repent, for the kingdom of [God] is at hand.  

(Matthew 4:17) 

 

The kingdom of God is here… in Jesus Christ…  

May we receive him today… 

Asking him to fill our lives with his Spirit. 
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The kingdom of God is advancing… through his people… 

His ambassadors… 

May we do the work he has called us to do… 

Scattering seeds across this community… 

Sharing the good news of Jesus. 

 

The kingdom of God is coming… 

And we wait for it… 

Because when Jesus Christ comes again… 

He will set all things right. 

He will judge the living and the dead. 

And we will praise God… 

For the King has returned. 

 

Our lessons from the words of Jesus today are this: 

The kingdom of God will always grow… nothing can stop it. 

The kingdom of God although it started small… grows ever larger. 

 

And we as ambassadors of this kingdom… 

Have the privilege to share in the beauty of this kingdom… 

To scatter the seeds of faith in this world. 
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So may we share the good news of the kingdom of God to the world 

around us… 

Through what we proclaim… 

In both our words and our actions… 

 

And may we always pray: 

 

Thy kingdom come… 

Thy will be done… 

On earth…  

As it is in heaven. 

 

Amen. 


