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It is wonderful to experience Christmas through the eyes of children. 

The innocence and wonder make the event so special. 

The expectation and joy can create marvelous memories. 

 

Children have a wonderful view of Christmas… Don’t they? 

 

Tonight, though, I would like to look at Christmas from a different view. 

Have you ever wondered what the angels thought about Christmas? 

They are a huge part of the birth of Jesus narrative… 

They were announcing God’s plan through visions, dreams, and 

visitations leading up to the birth. 

And then the day came… 

And on that night the heavenly host…  

a great multitude of angels shows up…  

and what do they do?   

They sing. 

They sing the highest praises! 

Which is the same thing we do…  

in every Christian tradition…  

in every church tonight…  
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we sing…  

Christmas carols… worshiping Jesus and announcing his birth! 

 

And what did all these angels sing? 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

Three things… 

Glory to God. 

Peace. 

Goodwill toward men. 

 

The first angel announced the Messiah had been born as he spoke to the 

shepherds…  

telling them… a Savior has been born. 

 

And the multitude of angels at the announcement that Jesus…  

the savior of the world… had been born in a manger…  

sang in proclamation of the event… 

They said first that it gave glory to God. 

Secondly, that it gave peace to man. 

And Thirdly, that it was a token of God’s good will towards the human 

race. 

 

These are the same angels that witnessed God speak the universe into 

existence… 
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They witnessed the creation of humankind… 

They witnessed the fall… as the human race chose to serve themselves 

instead of their Creator… 

And here on this night they witnessed God-incarnate…  

the Word become flesh… 

and their response is to glorify God… 

The multitude of angels first and foremost declared: 

Glory to God in the highest… 

 

They gloried in the incarnation. 

They wondered in the moment of God become flesh. 

They awed in the Creator becoming like his creation. 

 

Just as the carol we know says: 

Angels, from the realms of glory, 

Wing your downward flight to earth, 

Ye who sing creation’s story, 

Now proclaim Messiah’s birth; 

Come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the new-born King. 

 

The angels know that salvation is God’s highest glory. 
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And then the Angels sang about peace…  

on earth peace. 

Now… what were the angels proclaiming? 

Peace? 

From our vantage point of December 2019, we look back to the birth of 

Christ and we would be hard pressed to find peace throughout history… 

War after war… 

The creation of more weapons of war… 

The continual destruction and overuse of God’s creation… 

The breaking of families… 

Where is the peace that the angels proclaimed? 

 

Well, in the words of the great preacher Charles Spurgeon: 

That manger was the place where the treaty was signed, whereby 

warfare should be stopped between man’s conscience and himself, 

man’s conscience and his God.1 

 

The Gospel of God is peace to mankind. 

Where else can peace be found, but in the message of Jesus? 

 

This was the peace that was prophesied throughout the prophetic oracles 

of Isaiah. 

 
1 Charles H. Spurgeon, 12 Christmas Sermons (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1994), 6. 
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As was in our first reading when Isaiah said: 

there shall be endless peace 

 

It is the peace that we find in our soul when we receive the forgiveness 

of our sins because of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

It is the peace of God that passeth all understanding, which keeps our 

hearts and minds through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

It is a sacred peace between the forgiven soul and God the forgiver… 

A marvelous atonement between the sinner and their judge… 

This is what the angels sung when they said, “peace on earth.” 

 

And finally, they sang a third note: 

Good will toward men. 

 

But many will live as though God was an angry task master…  

waiting to strike us down. 

Some may suggest that God is more of an abstract existence taking no 

interest in our affairs. 

However, the heavenly host declared that God has good will toward 

mankind. 

 

And how does God show his good will? 
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No greater proof of kindness between the Creator and his creation can 

possibly be afforded than when the Creator gives his only begotten and 

well-beloved Son to die.2 

 

God shows his good will toward us in the very meaning of Christmas… 

that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

So that he would redeem the world…  

through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

Christmas is the physical beginning of God’s salvation plan. 

A plan of forgiveness and hope. 

As the prophet Isaiah said: 

Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: 

though your sins are like scarlet, 

    they shall be as white as snow; 

though they are red like crimson, 

    they shall become like wool. 

 

God’s good will toward us is found in the person of Jesus Christ. 

The only mediator between God and man. 

 

We celebrate tonight the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 
2 Ibid., 6. 
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It is a most meaningful day for us as Christians because God incarnate – 

the person Jesus Christ – made a way for us to receive forgiveness of 

sins and have eternal life. 

The true celebration of Christmas is for those who have received Him. 

For every one that receives Him and believes in His name, He gives the 

right to become the children of God.  

This is why for the Christian; Christmas is more than a “holiday” or a 

“season” … 

it is the acceptance… of the reconciliation God the Father offers through 

Jesus, His Son.  

 

So, let us celebrate with praise and thanksgiving this Christmas! 

May we sing with the angels…  

Glory to God in the highest…  

and on earth peace, … 

good will toward men. 

 

I hope that you have a truly merry Christmas and all through the 12 days 

of Christmas that you would think about these words of the heavenly 

host… the meaning behind them… the power within them…  

and the zeal of which they were sung on that first Christmas night. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

 

Amen. 


