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My family and I live in Sorrento… just east of Mount Dora. 

And over the last few years I have noticed a lot of changes. 

And you can call those changes road construction. 

It is all over the place. 

As you know, if you drive from here to Sanford…  

you will be in the midst of road construction all the way there. 

I guess if you live in Central Florida it just comes with the territory. 

Road construction is always happening. 

 

As I was reading the lessons for today it almost seems like the prophet 

Isaiah was talking about road construction… 

Listen again to the first reading:  

…prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway 

for our God.  Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill 

made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a 

plain. 

 

I can almost picture them working on 429. 
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What Isaiah is talking about here is preparation. 

Preparing for the coming of the Messiah – that is Jesus Christ. 

 

Sometimes in the midst of waiting… in the midst of Advent… 

we can get confused with the actions of to prepare and to repair. 

The scriptures today are talking about to prepare. 

 

We know what it means to repair. 

Roads are repaired all the time… as they fill in the potholes. 

But to prepare is something different. 

 

Both these words have the same Latin root…  

even though we spell them differently in English…  

the “pair” part means – to make ready. 

 

The prefix in re-pair means back. 

So it means to make something go back to what it was. 

Kind of like when you have guests coming over to the house and you 

clean the rooms, you tidy it up, before they come over.   

You are repairing the house. 

Restoring order to the furniture and so forth. 
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Now, the prefix in pre-pare means before. 

So it has the meaning of doing something before you are ready. 

Not so much to get something back to what it was…  

But more so what you are to do before the event…  

It is more about the present… more than it is movement backward. 

And it sort of has a “newness” edge to it. 

If you repair the road you try to put it back like it was. 

If you prepare for a road you change the whole landscape in order to be 

ready for the road to come. 

 

And that’s why the prophet talks about landscape changing: 

Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low;  

the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 

 

And just like the state and city planners are always preparing for the next 

population boom… so we are to be preparing for the coming of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

And that is another major theme or expression of Advent… preparing. 

Preparing for the coming of Jesus at Christmas… liturgically speaking. 

But also preparing for the second coming of Jesus… 

The day and the hour we do not know. 
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So, if we are to be preparing… changing up the landscape… what does 

that look like? 

 

Well, I am glad you asked. 

 

Here are two answers. 

 

The first is found in our second reading from 2 Peter. 

In fact, the very question we are asking is in the reading. 

St. Peter writes: 

…what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and 

godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God…? 

What sort of person are we to be? 

Well, in the last verse of our reading he answers the question. 

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be 

found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience 

of our Lord as salvation. 

 

So there are a few things here. 

First, we should be at peace.   

Peace here does not mean the absence of chaos.   

It means that we are at peace in the midst of a storm.   

Certainly, that applies to this year… right? 
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In the midst of a pandemic…  

we should be at peace because we are in God’s hands no matter what. 

In the midst of our political climate…  

we should be at peace because our hope is not in a politician or a 

political party. 

In the midst of racial injustice, violent outbursts, and conspiracy theories 

in every corner…  

we should be at peace because we serve the God of peace. 

 

Next, it says we should be without spot or blemish. 

In other words, we don’t confess Christ Jesus with one breath and then 

disobey his commands affirmed in scripture in the next. 

It means we strive to not sin… to obey all that Christ commanded. 

 

And the third thing the answer gives is to regard the patience of our 

Lord as salvation. 

We are to ponder what it means that the second coming is delayed…  

it hasn’t happened yet… why? 

In context, this means that the Lord tarries because he wants people to 

come to repentance…  

he wants all people to be saved. 
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In our reading St. Peter said: 

The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is 

patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 

repentance. 

His patience in coming is fulfillment of his desire for our salvation. 

 

So in the end our posture in our preparation is to be at peace, to be 

without spot or blemish, and to ponder the patience of God. 

It really boils down to trust. 

Trusting God is an essential part of having peace. 

Trusting God is an essential part of obedience to his commands. 

Trusting God is an essential part of our salvation. 

For what are we without faith. 

As the writer of the book of Hebrews said: 

…without faith it is impossible to please God… (Hebrews 11:6). 

 

So that’s our posture in our preparation. 

 

Is there anything else? 

Yes! 

And it is found in our Gospel reading. 

And it is exemplified in the person of John the Baptist. 
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Yes, that strange New Testament prophet who lived out in the 

wilderness eating locusts. 

 

He is the primary example of what it means to prepare. 

He appeared in the wilderness preparing the way for the first Advent of 

Jesus… the incarnation. 

And he did this by proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 

And the scriptures tell us that people all over Judea and Jerusalem were 

going out to him and were baptized… confessing their sins. 

 

What does this tell us about how we are to prepare for the coming of 

Jesus? 

We are to proclaim that in Jesus there is forgiveness of sins. 

We are to proclaim repentance. 

If it is God’s will that all come to repentance. 

If our Lord Jesus is patient in coming back because he is not wanting 

any to perish… 

What should be our message? 

Come to the cross… it is in Jesus that we find forgiveness of our sins. 

 

One of my favorite things about this character John the Baptist…  

And you’ve probably heard me say this before… 
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In art portrayals of John the Baptist you can tell it’s him because he is 

always pointing. 

Not at himself. 

Not at the world. 

But he is pointing to Jesus. 

 

That’s what we do… we point to Jesus in this world. 

 

So, going back to the question… 

If we are to be preparing… changing up the landscape… what does that 

look like? 

It means we are at peace.   

It means we avoid sinful actions and desires. 

It means we know that the patience of God is fulfillment of his salvation. 

And we point toward Jesus. 

The only one who we can turn to for the forgiveness of our sins. 

 

Just as I mentioned last week… 

Advent is a penitential time… 

The themes of waiting, preparing, and hope are mixed with confession 

and repentance and forgiveness. 
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May we in our time of preparation… 

Trust in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And may we share the good news…  

That we can have forgiveness of sins through the cross of Jesus… 

 

And that is how we prepare… 

That is how we change the landscape… 

For the coming… for the advent of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Amen. 

 


