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In my family we have a tradition on Sunday evenings… 

We have been doing this for about 7 years. 

We watch The Little House on the Prairie.  

The old Michael Landon series. 

There are 9 seasons and we just finished them. 

So, we are watching them all again. 

A great show. 

Anyways, one of the most exciting things that happens in the TV series 

is when someone receives a letter. 

They run to the Walnut Grove post office… 

They check for mail every day in anticipation… 

And when they receive a letter… and when it’s good news…  

they often hug the attendant at the post office. 

They find out a relative is coming… 

An inheritance is coming… 

A war is over… 

Some wonderful news from some faraway place… 

And whatever the good news… the people rejoice. 

It was their primary way of receiving good news… 
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Well this gives us a little idea of what’s going on at the end of our 

second reading from Romans. 

When St. Paul writes: 

How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news! 

He is not actually talking about having a showcase of who has the best 

pedicure. 

He is talking about how awesome it is to receive wonderful news. 

 

And he is quoting from the Old Testament book of Isaiah… (52:7). 

So why this quote from Isaiah? 

In this section of Isaiah, the prophet is writing about the salvation 

coming to Israel…  

A time when Israel was exiled in Babylon… 

Taken against their will… 

The nation was sacked…  

Cities were destroyed. 

The people were captive in the land of their oppressor. 

But Isaiah declared that… 

Yahweh will rescue his people from the oppressor. 

It is about the good news that Yahweh will deliver his people. 

Yahweh will bring salvation! 
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To get a bigger sense of the prophetic oracle, listen to Isaiah 52:7-10: 

How beautiful on the mountains 

    are the feet of those who bring good news, 

who proclaim peace, 

    who bring good tidings, 

    who proclaim salvation, 

who say to Zion, 

    “Your God reigns!” 

Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; 

    together they shout for joy. 

When the Lord returns to Zion, 

    they will see it with their own eyes. 

  Burst into songs of joy together, 

    you ruins of Jerusalem, 

for the Lord has comforted his people, 

    he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The Lord will lay bare his holy arm 

    in the sight of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth will see 

    the salvation of our God. 
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In Isaiah 52 in the Old Testament context… 

It is a prophetic oracle about Yahweh’s salvation…  

saving his people from the hand of the oppressor… the Babylonians. 

 

Why did St. Paul reference this text? 

In Isaiah 52 in the New Testament reference… 

It is Salvation through Jesus Christ from our oppression of sin and death. 

 

It is good news… like news of a war that has ended… 

The king is returning…  

the messengers have run on ahead with the news… 

We have won… the battle is won… 

What beautiful news! 

News of peace and salvation. 

 

As John Stott wrote: 

If those who proclaimed the good news of release from Babylonian exile 

were thus celebrated, how much more welcome the heralds of the gospel 

of Christ should be!1 

 

So, what is the good news according to St. Paul? 

 
1 John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans, TBST (Downers Grove: IVP, 1994), p. 286. 
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It is that death and sin have been defeated in Jesus Christ. 

It is that the prophecies of the Old Testament have been fulfilled in the 

Messiah – Jesus the Christ. 

 

And Paul spells out who has heard the good news. 

It is those who believe and those who confess. 

He writes: 

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  

For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified,  

and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.  

(Romans 10:9-10) 

 

So, there is good news that we can be saved from the oppression of sin 

and death… through Jesus Christ. 

And we receive this salvation through belief and confession. 

We believe in our hearts. 

And we confess with our mouth. 

 

And then Paul declares that this salvation is for all people who believe. 

Both Jew and Gentile… 

Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

Which he quotes from the prophet Joel (2:32) 
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Remember from last week that the 9th, 10th, and 11th chapters of 

Romans are focusing on the question: “What about Israel?” 

That’s one of the reasons he keeps quoting from the Old Testament. 

It’s also his answer to the question… 

All people – both Jew and Gentile – are to believe and confess that Jesus 

is the Lord and Savior. 

 

So it’s good news. 

All who call on the Lord Jesus… 

All who believe on the Lord Jesus… 

All who confess the Lord Jesus… 

Will be saved. 

 

That’s great! 

So, how will people know to do this? 

 

St. Paul asks the same questions… 

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  

And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  

And how can they hear without someone to proclaim him?  

And how can anyone proclaim him unless they are sent? 
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Well who is sent? 

Who did Jesus send to share the good news of the Gospel? 

 

The answer is – every follower of Jesus. 

Jesus at the very end of the Gospel of Matthew commissioned his 

followers to go… he sent them… 

He said: 

…go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. (Matthew 28:19-20) 

 

So, he sends us… 

How will they know? We are sent to tell them. 

Who are they?  

Anyone who does not yet know. 

Anyone who does not yet believe. 

 

So, we are to proclaim to all people the good news of the gospel. 

So that they may believe and confess Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 

 

This is why in our post communion prayer (in Rite 2) we pray: 

Send us now into the world in peace. 
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It is why the deacon dismisses us with the words: 

Let us go forth into the world… 

It is why the procession at the end of worship… is not a recession… 

It is called the procession into the world… 

Because on the Lord’s Day we come together to be filled up with the 

Gospel by the power of the Holy Spirit so that we can go and share the 

good news to the world around us throughout the week. 

 

And the question for us today is this… 

Are we proclaiming the good news?  

How are we doing in our proclamation? 

 

That is not a question to bring judgment or condemnation… 

But it is to bring an assessment… 

A perspective… 

To look at our lives… 

At work… 

At play… 

Online… on social media… 

Would people even know we are followers of Jesus? 

In the car… 

In the grocery store… 

At home… 
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Does our life (in words and in deeds) proclaim the good news of the 

gospel. 

 

Again… 

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  

And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  

And how can they hear without someone to proclaim him?  

And how can anyone proclaim him unless they are sent? 

 

We are sent to share the good news. 

 

No matter what has happened this year… 

No matter what will happen this year… 

May we bearers of the banner of Jesus Christ. 

People of Hope… 

Ready to share our belief… 

Ready to confess our Lord Jesus… 

To a world that needs good news. 

 

Amen. 

 


