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Trinity Year B             5/30/2021 

Isaiah 6:1-8; Canticle 2 & 13; Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17 

Rev. Mark A. Lafler 

 

Today is Trinity Sunday. 

It is the only principal feast day in our tradition that is completely 

dedicated to a theological understanding…  

a doctrine of the church.   

All of the other principal feast days in the church celebrate an event in 

the life of Christ or the life of the Church. 

So, in one sense…  

Today is a day when we celebrate a major doctrine in the church. 

The Trinity… 

It is a celebration of how God has revealed himself to us. 

 

And how has God revealed himself to us? 

As Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

So therefore, The Trinity is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

(BCP, 852). 

 

The Trinity is a mystery. 

It is beyond understanding. 
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And we would be wise to heed the advice of the Lutheran Reformer 

Martin Luther who once said: 

"To try to comprehend the Trinity endangers your sanity." 

 

So today we will leave the detail of the fine points of the Trinity to the 

The Creed of Saint Athanasius which we will say in response after this 

homily. 

 

For our focus today… 

I want to look at our first reading from the book of Isaiah… 

The beginning of chapter six. 

 

The narrative tells the story of how Isaiah was called to be a prophet to 

his people… which wasn’t an easy task. 

 

Isaiah certainly lived in difficult times and had a difficult message to 

share with the people of God. 

 

Now, in our narrative today we have his call to serve God. 

 

It was shortly after King Uzziah died that Isaiah had a vision. 

A vision of the throne room of God. 
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Angels were all around… 

And they were worshipping God… 

Saying: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of 

his glory. 

 

We hear those same words in the vision that John had in the last book of 

the bible – Revelation. 

 

And in seeing the majesty of God… 

The Throne room of God… 

The purity, the glory, the power of God’s love and justice… 

Isaiah responds: 

Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 

people of unclean lips… 

 

When Isaiah saw how great God was…  

he realized how powerless he was. 

When Isaiah saw how pure God was…  

he realized how unclean he was. 

When Isaiah saw the majesty of God…  

he had a better understanding of the depravity of his own sin. 
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That is the way it works for us too. 

 

The more we spend time in the presence of God… 

The more we read the Scriptures… 

Praying and worshipping God… 

We find a God who is pure and holy, powerful and mighty. 

And we get a greater sense of just how far we are from perfection. 

We have a greater understanding of the weight of sin. 

 

And not only the magnitude of sin in our life… 

But also, in our world… 

Our nation… 

Our community. 

 

The grace of God… 

The kindness of God… 

Leads us to repentance. 

Because we see our imperfections… 

We see how much we need God. 

 

And so often when we experience God our response is just like Isaiah’s 

response: Woe is me! I am lost… 
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And yet… 

This loving, kind, good, just God doesn’t just leave us in that state of 

understanding our failure and living in our miserable state. 

 

Merciful grace belongs as much to the essence of God’s holiness as 

justice and purity.1 

 

You see… God rescues us by his mercy and grace… 

 

He lifts us out of the slimy pit, 

    out of the mud and mire; 

he sets our feet on a rock 

    and gives us a firm place to stand. (Psalm 40:2) 

 

You see… 

He puts a new song in our mouth, 

    a hymn of praise to our God. 

We will see and fear the Lord 

    and we put our trust in him. (Psalm 40:3) 

 

 

 
1 John Goldingay, Isaiah, NIBC (Peabody: Hendrickson, 2001), 59. 
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In our reading… 

One of the hosts of God… 

Flew to Isaiah holding a live coal from the altar… 

Touched Isaiah with it. 

Symbolizing his cleansing. 

The angel said: 

Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your 

sin is blotted out. 

 

There is only one place to go for the forgiveness of sins. 

We can’t go to the hospital. 

We can’t go to the courthouse. 

The only place to go is the altar of God. 

 

And it was on this altar that the ultimate sacrifice was given… 

Jesus Christ… the Son of God… 

Died for the sins of the world. 

It is this sacrifice that we are made clean. 

When we by faith receive the grace of God… 

The forgiveness of sins. 
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We are made clean… 

Our sins are blotted out… 

We no longer live under the guilt of sin. 

 

We become children of God. 

Co-heirs with Jesus… 

As we heard in our reading from Romans today. 

 

So, when we encounter the Triune God… 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit… 

We are mesmerized by the holiness of God… 

Understanding how far short we are. 

 

God lifts us up by his grace… 

And then church guess what happens? 

 

We join a mission. 

We join a team…  

a family… 

That has one goal. 

To redeem that which was lost. 
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Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord saying: 

Whom shall I send, who will go for us? 

 

And Isaiah responded: 

Here am I; send me! 

 

Isaiah answered the call. 

 

You see that word send is the one of the keys to all of scripture. 

We worship a sending God. 

A God who is on a mission. 

 

We heard this same word from the lips of Jesus in our Gospel today. 

Jesus said: 

For God so loved the world that he gave [he sent] his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  

God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. 
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That is the sending God. 

The mission God that we serve. 

God sent his only Son into the world to save the world. 

And God sends us too. 

 

This is what Jesus told his disciples before he ascended into heaven. 

Jesus said: 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age. (Matthew 28:19-20). 

We are sent into the world. 

 

And the story of Pentecost… we heard the story last week… 

Is about the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to equip us to go on this 

mission into the world to share the good news of Jesus. 

 

So today God asks the question from our Isaiah reading… 

 

Once again he asks: 

Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? 
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May we answer this amazing God… 

This true and Holy God… 

The creator of the Universe… 

God In Three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit… 

 

May we answer: 

Here am I; send me! 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 


