
3/28/2020 

 

Dear St. Edward’s Family, 

 

Greetings in the good Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

On March 18th I with the support of the vestry made the decision to suspend all in-person 

gatherings until the end of March.  At this point it doesn’t look like we are out of the woods yet.  

So, we are extending this suspension of all in-person worship services and meetings at St. 

Edward’s until further notice.  We hold hope that this will end sooner rather than later.  Please 

continue to pray and share God’s love with each other and your neighbors. 
 

We will continue to share worship together through electronic means.  This Sunday by 11:00 AM 

we will have uploaded a Holy Eucharist service for the 5th Sunday in Lent.  It will be available 

on our Facebook page and hopefully our website too.  Please see my last correspondence email 

for directions to view the service on Facebook (even if you are not a member of Facebook).   

 

Also on Sunday we will have a drive-thru Eucharist available for those that are able to receive 

and who have joined in our digital worship.  Holy Eucharist is a sacrament we participate in as 

community (as opposed to privately) so please worship with the streamed service.  The drive-thru 

Eucharist will be available from Noon to 1 PM.  When you arrive, you will exit your vehicle and 

pick up a plastic bag that will contain the number of sacramental host that you will need for your 

family.  I know that we will want to visit, but for the safety of our parish and our community 

please continue the practice of physical distancing.  Also, if you are in the category of high risk 

as concerns the virus, you are encouraged to stay home.  There is a spiritual tradition in our 

Christian faith of not receiving the sacrament of communion (for various reasons) for the purpose 

of developing a deeper longing for the Body and Blood of Christ. 

 

Finally, one thing we cannot set aside during this season is paying the bills. The days ahead 

promise to be challenging financially for everybody, including St. Edward’s. You may find your 

own income, indeed your very livelihood, sorely impacted, whether through diminished wages 

or a shrinking portfolio. If so, please let your church family know, so that we can, at the very 

least, lift you to the Lord in prayer. That said, this congregation has been faithful and generous in 

supporting the ministry of the good news of Jesus Christ. I ask that, to the extent you can, that 

you continue your faithful giving and generous offerings. Here are two options for giving: 

 

Mail Checks to St. Edward’s Church 460 N. Grandview St. Mount Dora, FL 32757 

Donate Online at www.stedwardsepiscopal.com and click on Donate Now  

 

You are continually in my prayers.  I want to encourage you to call, email, text, or message others 

in the parish.  You can find great support and strength through conversation and prayer with one 

another.  Jesus said, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them” 

(Matthew 18:20).   And may we be reminded of the words from Ephesians 6:10, “Finally, be 

strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.” 

 

http://www.stedwardsepiscopal.com/


I encourage you to pray the following prayer.  It is from the Book of Common Prayer, 1928.  It 

is a prayer for In Time of Great Sickness and Mortality.  It was not included in our 1979 prayer 

book. 

 

Let us pray. 
 

O Most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee unto thee for succour. 

Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and skill to all those who minister to 

the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail and 

uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to eternal 

life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, 1928). 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

 

Rev. Mark A. Lafler 

Rector 

St. Edward’s Episcopal Church 

Mount Dora, Florida 


