
5/6/2020 

 

Dear St. Edward’s Family, 
 

Greetings in the faithful Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Let us give our Lord Jesus Christ praise for his continued faithfulness and mercy.  We serve a 

gracious God slow to anger and rich in love (Psalm 145:8).  Although we are thankful that we do 

not have any church members that have contracted the COVID-19 virus (that we know of) we 

still pray for those in our community that have been impacted.  We also continue to pray and help 

those that have suffered financially because of the quarantine.  May our Lord Jesus strengthen us 

to serve the people around us. 
 

Please see the paragraphs below for updates on our outreaches and future worship services. 
 

• Saturday Food Collection: We will continue to receive donations for the Lake Cares Food 

Pantry each Saturday until we have in-person worship again.  Rich Castiglioni has 

volunteered to be at the church from 9:00 AM to Noon each Saturday to receive your 

donations.  To date the donations on Saturdays have been a total of 689 pounds of food.   
 

• Thursday Spaghetti Dinner:  We had a good start to our Free Dinner to help the financial 

needs in our community.  We were able to distribute 65 meals last Thursday.  Thank you 

for praying, volunteering, and donating.  The funding for this event has exceeded 

$4,500.00.  This has enabled us to include a salad for the meals.  We will also be able to 

help some of the families with Gift Cards to Publix.  If you like to bake, we will gladly 

receive cookies and brownies to distribute for dessert.  We fully expect the distribution to 

grow as the word gets out.  If you would like to volunteer or donate toward this mission, 

please contact Deacon Kim Spear. 
 

• In-Person Worship: Bishop Gregory Brewer has written a letter concerning the re-opening 

of our parishes for worship.  As of now, in-person worship is still suspended at least through 

May 17th.  Bishop Brewer will give us more guidance on Friday, May 15th.  He is being 

prayerfully cautious as we move forward.  We will continue with online worship with 

Morning Prayer on Sundays and Compline in the evenings at least through May 17th.  

Please continue for the Lord’s guidance and wisdom for our Bishop and our diocesan 

leadership.  Please also pray for your clergy and vestry as we assess the unique challenges 

for our own parish to worship safely.  More information will be given as Bishop Brewer 

leads us toward a reopening date. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of St. Edward’s Episcopal Church through prayer, witness, 

and giving.  Please let us know if you have any needs that we might be able to help you with. 
 

The name of the Lord is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are safe. (Proverbs 18:10). 
 

Blessings and Peace, 
 

Rev. Mark A. Lafler 

Rector 

St. Edward’s Episcopal Church 

Mount Dora, Florida 


