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Today is our last Sunday in the eighth chapter of Romans… 

It really is a remarkable chapter in the Bible. 

St. Paul certainly talks about so much as regards to our salvation in 

Christ, our life in Christ, and our security in Christ. 

 

So, two weeks ago we started this chapter and we talked about the Spirit 

of God and how this Spirit quickens us during this life…  

during this time of the Christian’s life known as sanctification. 

It is by the Spirit we now live… not according to our own deeds…  

our own self… our flesh…  

but we live according to the Spirit. 

And this Spirit gives us the ability to live in the abundant life that Jesus 

promised us… 

As St. Paul said in that key verse of Romans 8:11 – 

And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, 

he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 

bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 
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And then last week we talked about the Spirit of adoption. 

That we are adopted into the family of God… children of God… 

The key verses being 15 and 16… 

St. Paul wrote: 

…you have received a spirit of adoption.  

When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with 

our spirit that we are children of God. 

 

We have received a Spirit of adoption. 

Meaning we are new people in Christ… 

Our debts have been paid… 

We have been chosen by the living God to be his children. 

Not because we deserved it. 

Not because we earned it. 

But because he chose us…  

even with all of our weaknesses and all of our quirks. 

He has given us his Spirit so that we are God’s children. 

 

This is truly amazing. 

And this Spirit of God that we have received that is inside of us… 

according to our reading today… helps us in our weakness. 
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The Spirit helps us pray… 

The Spirit helps us live according to God’s commands… 

And the Spirit works things according to the plan of God. 

And the news of the Gospel… just keeps getting better and better. 

Because not only did God choose us as his family…  

the Spirit of adoption. 

Our reading today… spells this out even further… 

Verses 29 and 30… St. Paul writes: 

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 

family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom 

he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 

And we will be fully glorified when Christ returns in the clouds just as 

was promised on the day of his ascension into heaven. 

 

If you are in Christ… you are a member of a holy family… 

A people group… 

A chosen, holy people… 

That will spend eternity with Christ Jesus… 

That is the hope that we live. 
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(Baptism – Olivia – Sacramental sign and act of God’s adopting us into 

his family… that she will confirm one day when she is confirmed into 

the church) 

 

One of the things I don’t really enjoy is flying in an airplane. 

I love to travel and go places… so I do fly on occasion,  

but air travel is not my favorite thing to do. 

It just makes me nervous… 

 

Well, there’s a story about a plane that took off that was flying across 

the country…. from the East coast to the West coast. 

A man was on the plane and he was all settled in for his long flight. 

Well as the plane left the East coast and after a couple hours… 

began to fly over the Rocky Mountains they were met with a storm. 

A large storm that they were not able to go around and they had to fly 

straight through it. 

As they made their way into it… 

The plane began to jolt and jump a bit… making everyone nervous. 

The fasten seatbelt indicator came on… making more people uneasy. 

Suddenly, the plane hit an air pocket and dropped about a 100 feet…  

People were holding on to their rails… 

Some began to mumble their prayers… 

People were really worried…   
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Well, this man who was on the plane… was no different…  

he was beginning to be full of fear…  

the worst thoughts were spinning in his mind…  

and as he looked across the aisle he saw a young girl…  

sitting in her seat… just as calm as can be…  

so content, despite the craziness all around. 

 

And for the next hour… amidst all the ups and downs,  

the jolts and jumps…  

where people moaned and shrieked with the plane’s movements… 

she was as calm as can be. 

As if it was just the smoothest ride ever. 

 

Well, once they were through the storm… 

And order was restored… 

The man leaned over to the young girl and asked if she was nervous at 

all through the storm. 

She replied, “Nope.” 

“Not even a little?” the man said. 

She again replied, “Nope.” 

He was just amazed… 

And then the young girl said, “My dad is the pilot.” 

 

That’s the family connection we have with our Heavenly Father. 
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So not matter what 2020 brings… 

An election year… 

Social unrest… 

Racism… 

A Pandemic…  

Death… 

Financial struggle…  

maybe even financial devastation… 

 

Our Father is still the pilot in the storm! 

And he is working out the details. 

As it says in Romans 8:28 – 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 

who are called according to his purpose. 

Notice it says all things. 

Not some things… 

Not all things except that strange year 2020. 

 

All things work together for good for those who love God, who are 

called according to his purpose. 

In other words, all things work together for good for those who are 

members of the family of God. 
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So, we can rest in God’s goodness…  

in this short time frame, we call “life.” 

He’s got this. 

And St. Paul goes on in this chapter… he asks this question… 

If God is for us, who is against us? 

The same God who did not spare his own Son, Jesus Christ, from dying 

on the cross for us… will he not see us through as he has promised? 

Yes! 

Paul asks more questions: 

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, 

or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

Will financial dismay, COVID 19, an election year, or violence separate 

us from the love of Christ? 

Paul would answer: 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. 

 

God will see us through these times… 

Nothing will separate us from the love of God! 
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And St. Paul ends this eighth chapter with these words: 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

So, rest in that good news today. 

And when you listen or read your favorite news media outlet… 

And stay informed about what’s going on… 

So that you can follow the ever-changing mandates… 

So that you know what and how to pray… 

So that you can encourage and love your neighbor… 

Know that you are not called to a spirit of fear… 

But a spirit of love… a spirit of power… and a sound mind… 

(2 Timothy 1:7) 

 

Rest in God’s faithfulness today. 

He’s the pilot and you are his child. 

 

And share that good news with the world around you… 

So that others may also become… children of God. 

 

Amen. 


